
Welcome back 
to everyone!

As we embark on another 
awesome Scouting year we 
welcome back our returning 
Raven lunatics. 

A special massive welcome to our newest 
members - Alex, Conor, Fiona, James and 
Jason. As we welcome our new members we 
also bid a sad farewell to our Scouts who are 
moving on. We’ll miss you guys (remember 
you’re always a Raven at heart!) 

We’re looking forward to a great year with 
lots already planned.  Our 10-week “Camping 
is in-tents” programme is already in full swing 
and everyone is really getting stuck in!

Scout Promise
On my honour I promise that I 
will do my best,

To do my duty to God,

To serve my community,

To help other people and to live 
by the Scout Law.

Scout Law
1.  A Scout is to be trusted.

2.  A Scout is loyal.

3.  A Scout is helpful and 
considerate to all.

4.  A Scout has courage in all 
difficulties.

5. A Scout makes good use 
of time and is careful of 
possessions and property.

6. A Scout has respect for self 
and others. 

7. A Scout respects nature and 
the environment

RavenTroop

The Brackenstown 164th Scouts 
gave Ian a hand impressing his 
guests on the big day over the 
summer.  Everyone turned up 

with perfect uniform and did 
the new group leader proud. Big 
thanks to everyone who was able 
to help celebrate the occasion.

Ian and Ciara in Marriage Shocker: Exclusive! 

Notices:

The importance of uniforms
We will continue to keep the high standard of uniforms. Uniforms are 
inspected at every meeting and everyone must wear black/navy shoes 
or hiking boots. Neckerchiefs must be worn at all activities including all 
hikes and outings.  

If you’ve earned 
badges, you should  
be wearing them! 

If you’re not sure 
where to sew them 
onto your shirt you 
can find out on the 
troop website.

Camp Bank 
Camp Bank is now open so you can start contributing towards next 
year’s annual camp. We are hoping as many scouts as possible can 
make it!  We will inform you of dates and further information closer to 
the time.

Subs due
Subs are now due for the upcoming scouting year.  
They remain at €180. If you have not already done so,  
can you please start paying these off  - Thanks.

12 days of Christmas raffle tickets 
Each of the scouts have been given a book of raffle tickets to enter the 
12 Days of Christmas raffle. The prizes on offer this year and great, and 
we hope to have a winner from Brackenstown.  

Please help to support Scouting 
Ireland by taking part. 

We will need to send all the stubs 
back to head office [both the 
sold and unsold tickets] so please 
make sure you keep them safe., we 
need them returned by Thursday 
November 29th.  Draws will be 
done in December - Best of luck to 
all the 164th Brackenstown entrants!
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Leader Contacts:
If you need to get in touch 
directly you can call the leaders 
on the numbers below:

Shay O’Connor 086 8061847 

Lisa Colgan 085 2252367 

David Mitchell 085 7202963 

Sorcha Herlihy 087 9146022 

Brian Fletcher  087 7780172

Diary Dates:
Upcoming events:

27 Oct [Saturday]  
Troop Hike Glendalough

3 Nov [Saturday] 
County Hike, Wicklow

30 Nov - 2 Dec [full Weekend] 
Troop Camp, Larch Hill

Keeping up 
to date:
For more information on any of 
the troop activities, equipment 
lists, Raven of the year tables, 
badgework or any other 
scouting topics you can log onto 
our troop website at: 

www.brackenstownscouts.com

Or visit our our facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/
brackenstown.raventroop



Annual Camp 2012:  Lough Key Forest Scout camp, Co. Roscommon
Annual Camp this summer was one of the best yet! The forest in Lough Key was the perfect 
venue for adventure and badgework, and for crowning the king of the camp:  Matt - congrats!

This summer we had a whale of a 
time zip-lining, rowing, jumping off 
piers, making woggles and bracelets, 
launching rockets, swimming, running 
around Boda Borg, skipping, going to 
the cinema, building giant pyramids, 
going on rollercoasters, bivvying on 
Orchard island..... and if that wasn’t 
enough we also managed to get a 
serious amount of badgework done. 

Every scout on camp earned a 
whopping 7 badges: Discovery 
badge, Camping, Rowing, 
Emergencies, Pioneering, Air 
Activities and Backwoods. 

Well earned everyone!

The Brackenstown 164th Scouts showing them how its done on the Zip 
It forest zip-line course.  Everyone pushed themselves - very brave!

REMINDER: Camp Bank 

for Annual 2013 is now 

open. Get saving!

Our Raven of the Year

A massive congratulations to 
our winners of the Raven of 
the Year 2012. Well done to 
our top 3 Ravens who were 
presented with their prizes 
last Thursday. Worthy winners 
for the great effort you put in 
through the whole year. 

1st:    Sam 

2nd:   Nicole

3rd:    Ellen

We’ve already kicked off for 
the 2013 competition and next 
year it could be you winning 
the glory and the prizes.

Remember points are given for:
Meeting Attendance: 1 point 
Uniform: Shirt: 1 point
   Neckerchief: 1 point 
 Belt: 1 point 
 Trousers: 1 point 
 Shoes: 1 point 
Drill :  Winner: 2 points   
   Runner Up: 1 point
 Activities: Attendance: 5 points! 
Badgework: 5 points for each Badge

Raven of the year 2012:  The winners!

Week 1  27th September  
Bivvying & Shelters

Week 2  4th October  
Packing a rucksack & hiking 
equipment

Week 3  11th October 
Planning menus & building Altar 
Fires.

Week 4  18 October
READY STEADY COOK !  

Week 5  25th October
Following a route on a map. Leading a hike.  Pitching tents.

 ✰ Saturday 27th October:  DAY HIKE  Wicklow 

Week 6  1st November  [PL Council]
Prepare for county hike & review material. Watch a movie!

 ✰ Saturday 3rd November: COUNTY HIKE

Week 7  8th November
Waste management,.Treating simple injuries & Knowing how 
to use the emergency services.

Week 8  15th November
Weather reports & chopping pits.  

Week 9  22nd November
Campsite layouts & Camping equipment.

Week 10  29th November 
Review and catch up on the programme.

 ✰ CAMP WEEKEND - Larch Hill

Our 10 week programme:  Camping is “In-tents”
The PL Council have designed a 10 week cycle for the troop. The theme of it is camping and hillwalking, and 
they did great work mapping out what we will be doing programme-wise every week all the way up to the 
end of November. We’re eager to get a couple of hikes in as well so that is incorporated into the programme. 
Brackenstown, along with Lusk, are organising the County Hike for Saturday the 3rd of November.

Getting our Altar Fires ready to hold the half-barrel fires for the big 
Ready, Steady, Cook  - We have some great pioneers in the troop :)

Working hard, preparing for Ready, 
Steady, Cook - we got the skills to 
pay the bills
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